The ASOLC Newsletter

TN A R L N A TR R A e A e ! A TRy | R g A T AT AL N T R L T e

ASOLC:

Leaders of
Congregations know that we need to

Religious

continually foster our charism
beyond our structures. In the same
light, we need toview the Gospel
through the lens of our charism
which inspires and supports us to
live the call to discipleship.

I believe that
today will be truly enhanced if we
give considerable energy and focus
t o recogni zing t
t i me sro ASAGLG which is
breaking through within our midst.
It reminds me of the sand within the
oyster gradually forming a pearl

within  its environment. Our
l nvitati on: isee
and He call s us

Today more than ever, we,
disciples of the mgsion led by our

Challenged to Weave our

Augustinian, Marian, Missionary

Spirituality

Sr. Ma. Luz F. Mijares, OSA

Foundresses Mother Rita and
Mother Consuelo Barcelé y Pagés,
OSA are challenged to weave our
Augustinian, Marian, Missionary
Spirituality, profoundly human and
committed to a meaningful life of
service to people.

The act of weaving imps
creating something from different
threads, which become intertwined
to form a good cloth. Thus, we must
ide@ity same essentglselemants, if
we really wish to weave such kind
of a spirituality which will respond
hoethe Gosnplaexity of the fdemdndse
and chdenges of ASOLC being
Augustinian, Marian, Missionary.

To me, it is clear that the
backbone of our spirituality is the

Woea dof Goch In dhe rProlaguedis t
byohamseo.Gospel

was the Word, and the Word was
made flesh and pitched his tent
amonguso. (Jn.

)
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And we can identify more
threads to be woven into the cloth of
our spiritualityT the discipleship of
Jesus; the reading of reality from the
standpoint of the poor and
marginalized; our charism, gift of
the Spirit to the Church and the

World, using our founding
generations, Mother Rita and
Mother Consuelo who were

prophetic voices for the Church and
the world of their time.

Wi t h ASOLCGOGs
the Invitation to return to the sources
of its inspiration was our reeading
of St. Augusine and an affirmation
of his spirituality as the path of our
Gospel experience.

Augustinian identity had
been summed up as the search for
God through a community in which
we share our faith and life, and from
which a wholehearted service of the
Church ad the world receives its
emphasis and encouragement.

A lived experience of
Augustinian Spiritualityrevealedits
basic elementsas follows: (1)
Community Life / Life in common
with its specifications friendship,
solidarity with others, concern for
justice, dialogue, sharing of

common goods, simplicity of life;
(2) One Mind and One Heart on the
Way to God / Search for God which
refers to: interiority, love for
contemplation, love for silence,
strong prayer life, sensitivity to
human dignity, importance aftudy
/ love for scriptures; (3) Service to
the Church which includes readiness
for mission / intra or ad extra,
disponibility to be assigned
anywhere, collaboration withthe
local Church, responsible
leadership.
answer t o

We also reflect and share our
lived expeiences as Religious
women in the light of Marian
Spirituality, that enables us to live
out its contemplative and activie
prophetic dimensions.
Contemplating Mary, we see what
God can accomplish in a human
being when only grace abounds
Truly, Marian Spirtuality is a
personal commitment. It is
dialectical kind of a spirituality that
characterizes an attitude of self
giving and seHtranscending.
Because of its maternal/sisterhood
aspect, Marian spirituality is an
apostolic dynamism and is of
communion beteen peoples and
even with the whole of creation.
Marian Spirituality is analogical and
eschatological because it actualizes
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a spirit person, like Mary in progress
and in the process of maturity.

Among us in the church, we
say AMI SSI O DEI o

their needs with sensitiveness to the
presence of God in duwres and
other religious traditions, and
witnessing to the
Kinmgtlomc h througha n presence,

Godbs Mission. T h u solidarityh esha@rigu mar h words

missionary by her very natur€o be

in Mission is to appreciate and share
oneods religious
i nsights, first
community and tradition and then
with people and communities of
other cultural, sociaand religious
traditions.

Such notion means that mission
is two-way, faith is shared but not
imposed, and the missionary will be
instructed and enriched by
di scovering Godods
at work in the people and culture to
whom she is sent. Theogpel comes
in the person and message of the
missionary as a free and respectful
invitation.

The 5th FABC explains the task
of doing Christian mission in Asia
as being with people, responding to

Mission will mean a dialogue with
Asi ads ©poor, wi t h
aedxwitle othere neligieus tradmiahs
WABCHW,jan.3.12)ne 0 s own

As we weave, we are CONscious
that just as the backbone of
Augustineos Sspirit
WORD; just as the WORD, too, was
to whom Mary had personally
committed her FIAT; just as the
WORD, who is the Person and
Ministry of Jesus is the cornerstone
of ChristimnaMissian ranywhlere ana d y
at anytime, we ASOLC, will
continue to be responsive to the
needsand challenges of our time,
going down andpitching our terd
in the midst of humanity. We will
seek to quench our thirst at the
primordial Fonti the WORD of
GOD, JESUS, incarnate in human
history.
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Final Profession of Vow

— —

Yahweh set His heart on you and chose you, it was not because yourabered
other people; you were the least of all people. It was for love of you...D&ut. 7:7

After six months of intensificatn, Sr. Joan Brigida Corazon Infante,

OSA happily professed helifetime commitmento God and to the Church at

La Consolacion Convent Chapeban dian City last April 14, 2007. The

Eucharistic Celebration was graced by the presence of the ProvincialdBupe

of the Province of Australia, Fr. Tony Banks, OSAs Presideand Homilst.
Some other Priests from the
Augustinian  family and
other Congregations
concelebrated in the Mass.
Sr. Joan returned back to
Australia  where she is
assigned as Chaplain §t.
Augustine College,
Australia.

Sr. Joan Infante with Sr. Ma. Luz Mijares, Superior
General, Couuisi B




